
Athlete Selection Policy – 2026 Arctic Winter Games 

Event Dates: March 8–14, 2026 – Whitehorse, Yukon​
Trials Dates: January 7–10, 2026 – Yellowknife, NWT​
Application Deadline: December 15, 2025 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to set out the process that will be used to select 
athletes to represent Team NT at the 2026 Arctic Winter Games in Whitehorse, 
Yukon. 

OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this selection policy is to select a maximum of eight (8) athletes to 
participate in the 2026 Arctic Winter Games. The athletes will be selected in the 
following categories: 

●​ Junior Male (born 2008 or later) – 2 athletes 
●​ Junior Female (born 2008 or later) – 2 athletes 
●​ Juvenile Male (born 2011 or later) – 2 athletes 
●​ Juvenile Female (born 2011 or later) – 2 athletes 

ELIGIBILITY 

To be eligible for selection, athletes must: 

●​ Meet the age criteria listed above 
●​ Be a Canadian citizen or eligible for Canadian citizenship and actively 

pursuing documentation 
●​ Be a continuous resident of the Northwest Territories for at least six months 

prior to the Games (athletes attending school outside the NWT may still be 
eligible) 

●​ Be a member in good standing with Table Tennis North 
●​ Sign a Code of Conduct agreement with Sport North 
●​ Participate in the Arctic Winter Games Trials (January 7–10, 2026) 
●​ Participate in a minimum of three (3) Team NT preparation clinics prior to the 

Games 

SELECTION PROCESS 

Athletes will earn selection based on performance at the trials: 



●​ Three tournaments will be held during the trials. Points will be awarded as 
follows: 

○​ 1st place: 10 points 
○​ 2nd place: 8 points 
○​ 3rd place: 6 points 
○​ 4th place: 5 points 

●​ The top-ranked athlete in each category will automatically qualify 
●​ The second spot may go to the second-ranked athlete or to an athlete granted 

an exemption 
●​ In the case of a tie in total points, a play-off match will determine the selection 

Tournament format will depend on the number of participants. Trials will include a 
morning physical and skills assessment, followed by afternoon competitions. 

EXEMPTIONS 

Athletes unable to attend trials may request an exemption in writing at least two 
weeks prior to the trials. Requests must be submitted to the Head Coach, Assistant 
Coach, and Executive Director and include: 

●​ Reason for absence 
●​ Video evidence of practice or competition 
●​ Reference letters 
●​ Current Canadian ranking 

The Head Coach, Assistant Coach, and Executive Director may select one male and 
one female athlete for exemption. Selections will be announced one week prior to 
the trials. 

TRAINING COMMITMENT 

Selected athletes must: 

●​ Train regularly toward performance at the Games 
●​ Report weekly on technical and physical preparation 
●​ Meet physical standards as outlined by the coaching staff 

Failure to meet these requirements may result in dismissal from the team. 



 

EQUIPMENT AND FEES 

●​ All athletes must use ITTF-approved equipment. Recommendations available 
from Table Tennis North. 

●​ No fee to attend the trials. Athletes are responsible for their own travel, food, 
and accommodation. 

●​ Successful athletes will be required to pay a $250 fee for the official Table 
Tennis North Field of Play uniform. 

DISMISSAL 

An athlete may be dismissed if they: 

●​ Fail to meet training or performance expectations 
●​ Fail to attend required clinics 
●​ Engage in conduct detrimental to the team 
●​ Are unable to compete due to medical reasons 
●​ Do not maintain communication with coaching staff 

Alternates may be selected from the next highest ranked athlete in each category. 

APPEALS 

Appeals may only be made on the grounds that the selection was not conducted 
according to this policy. Appeals must follow the process outlined by Sport North: 

1.​ Submit intent to appeal within 48 hours of selection announcement 
2.​ Follow with written appeal within two (2) days, including a $100 deposit 

(refunded if appeal is successful) 
3.​ Sport North will form an Appeals Committee within three (3) days 
4.​ Affected parties may participate in the appeal 
5.​ The committee will make a final decision: uphold or deny the appeal 

REPLACEMENTS 

Alternates (next highest finisher in each category) may replace selected athletes who 
withdraw or are dismissed. Alternates may be invited to training sessions in 
preparation for potential participation. 

For further information, contact: info@tabletennisnorth.ca 

mailto:info@tabletennisnorth.ca
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